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March ____, 2013
Dear Governor Cuomo,
I am writing to urge you to support a combination of school aid restoration, modifications to the Property Tax Levy Cap Legislation and mandate relief that will allow our school district to have the resources to continue to provide a well-rounded education for our students as well as the community’s future.
The Half Hollow Hills School District has worked hard over the years to produce responsible budgets while sustaining its reputation as a “Triple A” school district with excellence in Academics, Athletics and Arts.  With approximately 9,500 students in 11 schools, we are a demographically and socio-economically diverse school district with a 30% minority population and with 12% of our students in special education programs. Our graduation rate is over 97%, and more than 94% of our graduates continue on to college.
The loss of State aid to our District over the past four years alone has meant an 11% decrease in financial support from the State which has necessitated that almost 90% of our budget needs to be funded locally.  Now with the Property Tax Levy Cap Legislation, communities are losing the ability to maintain full control over the local funding of school district budgets.  As a result, we need to reduce or eliminate the programs and educational opportunities which our children deserve.  In order to keep programs and services in place for students, residents of school districts must vote to “pierce” the tax levy cap. Unfortunately, while this is touted as a viable option for school districts, the reality is that the rules behind piercing the cap (60% super majority and what occurs should there be a defeated budget) make it an unreasonable and irresponsible option.  Further, unfunded mandates like employer contribution rates into the pension systems are forcing school districts to put limited financial resources towards funding these budget items versus into education programs for our students.  As a result, these state and federal mandated obligations, as well as other contractual commitments, are taking precedence over curriculum and programs.
Long Island is home to approximately 17% of the state’s students.  However, out of the total State education aid appropriated for school districts statewide under the executive budget, aid to Long Island continues to fall short. Although we understand you have increased state education aid funding by approximately 3%, Half Hollow Hills has received a reduction in aid.  This loss in aid combined with the constraints of the Property Tax Levy Cap Legislation are forcing our district to make over $9.5 million in cuts and compel the increased use of our reserves and fund balance, which is simply not a sustainable, long term solution.  
Be an advocate for the children of Half Hollow Hills.  Propose legislation that enables the district to provide opportunities and programs for our students, as well as true mandate relief, so that our school district can operate more efficiently and in a fiscally responsible manner.

Sincerely,
Name
Address
City, State, Zip 
